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In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

“He is risen!”—He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

But just how do you know that? 

 Did you see Jesus personally? 

 Did you feel his body? 

 Did you put your hand into his side? 

On what basis do you declare him raised? 

 

Let me tell you what the basis is— 

 It is the testimony of the Gospel. 

 It is the testimony of the Scriptures. 

 It is the testimony of those who saw. 

 It is the testimony of those who heard. 

 

And that is why St. Mark’s Gospel ends the way it does—at 16:8—with NO 

resurrection appearances, and with no vision of the risen Christ.   Mark’s 

story ends the way YOU experience Resurrection hope! 

 Not with sight. 

 Not with touch. 

 Not with physical evidence. 

ONLY WITH WITNESS.   ONLY WITH THE WITNESS OF THE 

WORD! 
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 In some ways this is a fearful thing.  Indeed, the women fled from the 

tomb on that first Easter morning.  They were afraid,  

having only the witness of the word of the young man, and 

facing a future that seemed unknown. 

And so, too, as it were, do you and I. 

 

 But there is good reason NOT to fear.  FEAR NOT!  We need not 

fear, because OUR LORD’S WORD IS EVER SURE!  Especially in 

Mark’s Gospel, our Lord’s word is ever sure.  Consider what transpires in 

this book: 

1. Our Lord predicts that the disciples will find a young donkey as 

they enter Jerusalem before Palm Sunday, and that someone will 

object to their taking it for him (11:2-6)—and it is so. 

2. Our Lord predicts that the two disciples that he sends into 

Jerusalem to prepare to eat the Passover on Maundy Thursday will 

be met by a man carrying a water jar (14:13)—and it is so. 

3. Our Lord predicts that that very man will lead them to the 

house where someone has an upper room prepared for them to 

celebrate the Passover (14:14)—and it is so. 

4. Our Lord predicts that he will be betrayed into the hands of the 

Jewish leadership (10:33)—and it is so. 

5. Our Lord predicts that his disciples will stumble and be 

scattered (14:27)—and it is so. 

6. Our Lord predicts that Peter will deny him three times 

(14:30)—and it so. 

7. Our Lord predicts that he will be mocked spit upon and 

scourged (10:34)—and it is so. 
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8. Our Lord predicts that he will be killed (8:31; 9:31; 10:34)—and 

it is so. 

And—and this is our point today: 

9. Our Lord says that he will rise from the dead on the third day—

at 8:31, at 9:31, at 10:34, and at 14:28— 

and the testimony of the young man at the tomb--------- 

(--not to mention the testimony of Peter [Acts 2:24; 1 Cor. 

15:5],     

-- or the testimony of St. Paul [1 Cor. 15:8, 12-13]) 

        the testimony of the young man at the tomb is that, Yes, it, too, is so. 

This is why the young man’s word is all we get in that Easter Morning story 

in the Gospel of St. Mark, chapter 16.  It is all we get, because his word is 

based upon, it is founded upon—a sure word and promise. 

The young man’s word directs us back to THE sure word and promise—of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the one whose word is always true— 

Remember how that young man ends his witness to the women, with 

the words “JUST AS HE SAID”?— 

Such a word and such a promise is all we really need. 

 

Yes, sons and daughters of the King—“HE IS RISEN!” 

  ([Response by hearers:] “He is risen, indeed!”  “Alleluia!) 

(Said as if completing their sentence): Just as he said!  You have his word 

on it! 

 

Amen! 
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