Historic Zion Lutheran Church
DIVINE SERVICE FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
9:00 @M et Sunday, January 31, 2021

RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER AT ZION

As intended by Christ and as practiced by the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church throughout her history,
“Closed Communion” is observed in this congregation, in which the Lord’s Supper is distributed only to those:
(a) who have been baptized in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit;
(b) who have been instructed in the truth of Holy Scripture as taught in the Lutheran Confessions,

who have been confirmed in this Lutheran faith, and who now confess the same doctrines that

are taught in this congregation, holding membership in a congregation of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod;
(c) who believe that in this sacrament the real body and blood of Christ are truly distributed to

them and orally received by them, bestowing on them the forgiveness of sins, life and salva-

tion;
(d) who sincerely repent of all their sins, and desire to receive God'’s forgiveness in this holy meal.
Guests at our services, before receiving the sacrament, are requested to affirm these facts with one of our
pastors. Thank you for honoring our practice. If you are looking for a church home, would like to be a member
of Zion, or would like to learn more about the Christian Faith, please speak to one of our pastors about our
membership classes.

I = appropriate to make the baptismal sign of the cross
When “rise” or “kneel” is indicated, it is appropriate to sit if needed

Greeting And Announcements: The Lord be with you! .............. And also with you!

[ Rise] Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. .................c......... Amen!
The Office of Confession of Sins and Absolution

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

[ Kneel ]

Our help is in the name of the Lord ..............ccccccccceunnnnc. Who made heaven and earth.

1 said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. ........................ And You forgave the
iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father, ............ I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, 1, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the " Son and
Of the HOLY SPIFIL. . ...cvvviiiiiieieiieecete ettt e Amen!

The Congregation rises, turns towards the entrance of the nave, and faces the Cross
of Christ, the reminder of Christ's promise to come and dwell among His people as
they are gathered in His name.
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Introit of the Day
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[Antiphon] Many are the sorrows | of the swickede, || but steadfast love surrounds the one who
| trusts__ in the | LORD. || Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righ-__ teous,
|| and shout for joy, all | you up- right in | heart!

Verse 1:  Blessed is the one whose transgression | is for- egivene, Il whose | sin is co-__|
vered. Il Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no i- | ni- qui- ty,
Il and in whose spirit | there is no de- | ceit.

Versee 2: I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my i- | ni- qui- ty; || I said, “I
will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the i- | *niquie- ty
of my | sin. || You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from | trou-__ ble; ||
you surround me with shouts | of de- li- ver- | ance.

Gloria: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son: Il and | to the Ho- ly | eSpirite; Il As it was
in the be- | eginninge, is now, Il and will | be for- *evers. A- | men!

[ Antiphon] Many are the sorrows | of the ewickede, Il but steadfast love surrounds the
one who | trusts__ in the | LORD. Il Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O |
righ-__ teous, Il and shout for joy, all | you up- right in | heart!
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Ky-ri-e e - lei - son.  Lord, have mer - cy.
Gloria in Excelsis
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a-mong men with whom He is pleased. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,
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we wor-ship Thee, we glo-ri-fy Thee, we give thanks to Thee for
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migh-ty. O Lord, the on - ly be-got-ten Son, Je-sus Christ,
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa - ther, who ta-kest a-way the
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sin of the world,have mer-cy on us. Thouwho takest a-way the sin of the world,
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re-ceive our prayer. Thou who sit - test at the right hand of God
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art most high in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther.

H |
o D N |
0y}
A - - - - - men.
Salutation
The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir— it.

Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: 4imighty God, You know we live in the
midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protec-
tion to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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[ Be Seated | + The Office of the Word of God +
Old Testament Reading.........ouvummsmssmssssmssssmssssesssssssssenns Deuteronomy 18:15-20
[ After the reading 1 This is the word of the Lord. .............cccccovvvvveennne. Thanks be to God.
Epistle of the Day ... 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
[ After the reading 1 This is the word of the Lord. .............cccocovvvvnecnnne. Thanks be to God.

[ Rise ] Alleluia Sequence
[ Deacon] Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! “They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught

them as one who had authority.” Alleluia!
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al - le-lu-ia! Al-le - lu - ia!
(3 (01 A To L - St. Mark 1:21-28
[ The Gospel is announced. ] [ The Gospel is proclaimed. ]
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord! Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

Confession of Faith (The Nicene Creed)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven
[Bow] And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, And was made

man;
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sits
at the right hand of the Father; And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead; Whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church. I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the
dead, And the life "I of the world to come. Amen!

[ Be Seated] Hymn of the Day ........... Son of God ......cceeuue Burgundy Hymn 842

Sermon

[ Rise] Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to

their needs: [ After each petition ]...., Lord, in Your mercy: ..ecsssesens Hear our prayer.
[ After the final prayer |...., one God, now and forever ...esssssssssns Amen.
[ Be Seated | Offerings
Voluntary
[ Rise] Offertory Hymn ......cccoveinncisnncsnncnns Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God
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Re-store to me the joy of Thy sal-va-tion; and up-hold me
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with  Thy free spir - it. A -men.
+ The Office of the Sacrament of the Altar +
Preface
The Lord be with you. Lift up your hearts.
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And with thy spir - it. We lift them up un-to the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.
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Proper Preface for Epiphany, Sanctus

It is truly meet, right and salutary . . . ... ... ever more praising You and saying:
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comes in the name of the Lord; Ho - san-na in the high - est.

[ kneel | Lord’s Prayer

[ Pastor chants:] Our Father who art in heaven; ........... but deliver us from evil.
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Words of Institution, Pax Domini
The peace of the Lord be with you always!

\
1-3. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the world,

A Stanzas 1 and 2 | Stanza 3 |
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have mer-cy up - on us. Grant us Thy Peace. A - - - men!

| Be Seated |

Distribution Hymns ..... Commit Whatever Grieves Thee ....... RED Hymn 520
[ Sing stanzas 1, 2, 6, 8, 11, & 12 only. ]

Hope of the World ............ Burgundy Hymn 690

I Know My Faith .............. Burgundy Hymn 587

[ Rise] Eucharistic Benediction
The Body and Blood of your Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting! "k Depart in Peace! ............ccccoooiiiviiioieiiiiiiiiieeen, Amen!
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Post—-Communion CanticCle .......cccoeervremrnersersessnssessessessessense The Nunc Dimittis
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1. Lord now— lettest Thou Thy
servant, de— part— in—— peace, ac- cord-ing to Thy Word.
2. For mine__ eyes have seen
Thy Salvation,
which Thou hast pre- pared__ be—  fore the face of all__ people.
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beginning, is
now, and e-ver shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Post Communion Rite
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.
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And His mercy endureth for — ev — er.
Prayer of Thanksgiving ...now and forever.
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The Lord be with you. Bless we the Lord.
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And with thy Spil'—l'it. Thanks be to God.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious

unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and " give you peace.
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J A-men, A-men, A - men.

During the Recessional, the Congregation turns and faces the Processional Cross, the symbol of Christ's
promise to remain with and lead His people as they now go and live in the world in His name.

Recessional Hymn ..................... Praise the One ............ Burgundy Hymn 849

Postlude

Liturgical texts and musical settings: from Lutheran Service Book, copyright © 2006 by Concordia Publish-
ing House. Used by permission. License #000012381. Liturgical Setting: Matthius Greitter, 1525; adapted by
Wilhelm Loehe in 1844 for Congregations of the Lutheran Confession. Psalm Tone for Introit and Alleluia Verse:
from The Anglican Chant Psalter, copyright © 1987 by The Church Hymnal Corporation; used by permission.
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Readings for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

The Old Testament Reading is Deuteronomy 18:15-20

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— just as
you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly,
when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God
or see this great fire any more, lest I die.” And the LORD said to me,
‘They are right in what they have spoken. I will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in
his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And
whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, |
myself will require it of him. But the prophet who presumes to speak a
word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who
speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.””

The Epistle is 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to
know. But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that *
an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” For
although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed
there are many “gods” and many “lords”—yet for us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
exist.

However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former
association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. Food will not commend us to God.
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But
take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak. For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating
in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is
weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so by your knowledge this
weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus,
sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is
weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my brother
stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.



The Gospel is Mark 1:21-28

They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath
[Jesus] entered the synagogue and was teaching. And they were
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority,
and not as the scribes. And immediately there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, “What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who
you are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him
and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. And they were all
amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is
this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” And at once his fame spread everywhere
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.



Hymns for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

LSB842 Son of God, Eternal Savior Somerset T. C. Lowry

L.

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race,
You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead:
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live.
Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be.

Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of Love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease.
By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain.

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race:
By your praying, by Your willing, That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition; Here on earth Your will be done.

TLH520 Commit Whatever Grieves Thees Paul Gerhardt

1.

Commit whatever grieves thee Into the gracious hands

Of Him who never leaves thee, Who heav’n and earth commands.
Who points the clouds their courses, Whom winds and waves obey,
He will direct thy footsteps And find for thee a way.

On Him place thy reliance If thou wouldst be secure;

His work thou must consider If thine is to endure.

By anxious sighs and grieving And self-tormenting care
God is not moved to giving; All must be gained by prayer.

Then hope, my feeble spirit, And be thou undismayed;
God helps in every trial And makes thee unafraid.

Await His time with patience, Then shall thine eyes behold
The sun of joy and gladness His brightest beams unfold.

Leave all to His direction; In wisdom He doth reign,

And in a way most wondrous His course He will maintain.
Soon He, His promise keeping, With wonder-working skill
Shall put away the sorrows That now thy spirit fill.



11. O faithful child of heaven, How blesséd shalt thou be!
With songs of glad thanksgiving A crown awaiteth thee.
Into thy hand thy Maker Will give the victor’s palm,
And thou to thy Deliverer Shalt sing a joyous psalm

12. Give, Lord, this consummation To all our heart’s distress;
Our hands, our feet, e’er strengthen, In death our spirits bless.
Thy truth and Thy protection Grant evermore, we pray,

And in celestial glory Shall end our destined way.

LSB690 Hope of the World Georgia Harkness
Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society; admin. Hope Publishing Co.; Used by
permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012381.

1. Hope of the world, Thou Christ of great compassion;
Speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.

Save us, Thy people, from consuming passion,
Who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.

2. Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven,
Bringing to hungry souls the bread of life.
Still let thy Spirit unto us be given
To heal earth’s wounds and end our bitter strife.

3. Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways,
Showing to wand’ring souls the path of light,
Walk Thou beside us lest the tempting byways
Lure us away from Thee to endless night.

4. Hope of the world, who by Thy cross didst save us
From death and dark despair, from sin and guilt,
We render back the love Thy mercy gave us;

Take Thou our lives and use them as Thou wilt.

5. Hope of the world, O Christ, o’er death victorious,
Who by this sign did conquer grief and pain,
We would be faithful to Thy Gospel glorious.
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign!



LSB587 I Know My Faith Is Founded Erdmann Neumeister

1. Tknow my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord;
And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand on His sure Word.
Our reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound;

Who trusts in human wisdom Relies on shifting ground.
God’s Word is all-sufficient, It makes divinely sure;
And trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure.

2. Increase my faith, dear Savior, For Satan seeks by night and day
To rob me of this treasure And take my hope of bliss away.
But, Lord, with You beside me, I shall be undismayed;
And led by Your good Spirit, I shall be unafraid.
Abide with me, O Savior, A firmer faith bestow;
Then I shall bid defiance To ev’ry evil foe.

3. In faith, Lord, let me serve You; Though persecution, grief, and pain
Should seek to overwhelm me, Let me a steadfast trust retain;
And then at my departure, Lord, take me home to You,
Your riches to inherit As all You said holds true.
In life and death, Lord, keep me Until Your heav’n I gain,
Where I by Your great mercy The end of faith attain.

LSB849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness Rusty Edwards
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co; Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012381.

1. Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace.

2. Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle word;
Praise the One who drove out demons With the piercing two-edged sword.
Praise the one who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

3. Letus praise the Word incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one.



Honrth Sunday after the Epiphany
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Zion Loangelical Putheran Church
2313 Hanna Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46803260-744-1389
pastor@zionfw.org, church@zionfw.org | website: www.zionfw.or

The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is to be the body of Christ gathered at Hanna and
Creighton in Fort Wayne, Indiana to:

*  Receive Christ’s gifts in baptism, preaching, teaching, and the Eucharist;

* Reach out to those who do not know the love of God in Christ;

¢ Reveal Christ’s love for the world through acts of kindness and mercy toward all.

The Pastoral Ministry At Zion
Senior Pastor Rev. Douglas D. Punke, MDiv (341-5397)
Field Workers: Peter Wagner, Erik Saunders

The Teaching Staff At Lutheran South Unity
Sheila Nehrenz, Principal (744-0459)
Teachers: Gene Koch, Yvonne Schwantz, Barry Chrzan,
Danielle Ramsey, Merideth Tourney, Dawn Gill
John Fink, Hannah Maresh, Cathie Wakeland, Natalie Reynolds

The Support Staff
Organist and Director of Parish Music: Michael Hollman, MM
Church Office Manager: Melvia Culpher
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PRAYERS FOR TODAY

For the church and those experiencing persecution around the world

For those who serve our Lord at home and abroad, especially our fieldworkers, Peter and
Erik

For our nation, under duress because of COVID-19, and racial and political strife; for
our leaders, our military, and our health care workers

For our schools, especially Lutheran South Unity School, Concordia Lutheran High
School, and Concordia Theological Seminary,

For those who travel

For the aged and the homebound, including MaryLou Graham, Juanita Moore, Everett
Beck, Helen Russell, Jackie Schieferstein, Cheryl Silvers, and Doris Yerger

For those who are near death

For the ill, distressed, and those suffering affliction, including Kristie Roberson, Jill
Stokes, Art Litke, William Schweikert, Jeff Springer, Tracey Houser, Marq Rogers,
Nikki Wideman, Gloria Gonzalez, Willie Manning, Lucille Brandt, Donna Scott,
Willodean Bates, Connie Meyer, Dick Hollman, Jerry Seifert, Maurice King, John
Weber, Miranda Krider, Ron Rastl, and Marlow Hogan

For God’s blessing on all godly marriages

For the gift of life and for length of days

For the gift of rebirth by water and the Spirit

For those who mourn the death of loved ones

In remembrance of the faithful departed

For our communicants and for a fruitful use of the most Blessed Sacrament of our Lord’s
Body and Blood

IN THE SERVICE TODAY

Today is the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany. Please complete an attendance/communion
card, including the names of all children, and indicate if you are communing. Non-members,
please read the back of the card.

CALENDAR
January 31, 2020 thru February 6, 2020
SUN. 9:00 AM Divine Service Church
10:30 AM Congregational Assembly Bauer Hall
10:30 AM Junior Catechesis (Erik Saunders) Conference Room
MON. 6:30 PM LSA Board Meeting Likely Zoom
TUES. 7:00 PM Elders Council Bauer Hall
WED. 9:30 AM Men of Zion Bible Study Conference Room
5:30 PM Wednesday Divine Service Church
THURS
FRI.
SAT. 11:00 AM Private Confession Church
February 7, 2020
SUN. 9:00 AM Divine Service Church
10:30 AM  Adult Bible Study Bauer Hall

10:30 AM  Junior Catechesis Conference Room



ZION ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDUCATION HOUR: No Adult Bible Class today due to the Congregational
Assembly. Next week, Adult Bible Class will return. Come and join in.

CONGREGATIONAL ASSEMBLY is today in Bauer Hall after the Divine
Service. There will be reports, but also important business to take care of: voting
whether we should delay the Synod Convention a year, preparing for our District
Convention this year (in case the Synod Convention is not delayed), selecting our
Lay Delegate, making nominations for officers and committees, etc.

LENT is not too far off — Ash Wednesday is February 17. We will be holding
midweek services during Lent, starting with a Divine Service on Ash Wednesday, 7
PM. Many Zion members will have been fully vaccinated by that date. Therefore,
we will return to Lenten Suppers at 5:45 PM, prior to the service. The Admin
Council will serve the first supper, and servers will continue safety protocols. It’s a
start to a return to normalcy.

DON’T FORGET about the flower chart. Fill it up.

PARENTS WITH LITTLE ONES, there are booster seats available for you in the
old narthex (entryway). Ask or pick one up for your toddler to help them sit and see.

COVID-19 UPDATE AT ZION: Allen County remains in orange, but our advisory
level is also now orange. We’ll probably stay there for a while. We’re doing well on one
measure: positivity rate. With that we are at 9.3% (below 10%) and still decreasing. The
other measure is the number of positive cases per 100,000 persons. With that measure,
we’re over 200 cases, and that is high. Of course, with our positivity rate going down,
the cases per 100,000 measure should also decrease soon. Continue protecting yourself
and others, first by getting your vaccinations, and second by continuing to follow the
appropriate safety protocols. Other good news indicators for our District 3 include the
COVID-19 hospital census, which is now % of the December 1% peak, and our ICU bed
availability, which is up to almost 23%. Some of you have already gotten your second
dose. I’ll get mine on Feb. 4. Two weeks later, I should be fully immunized. Lastly, there
is no reason to think that those who are immunized will be spreading the virus to others,
contrary to what some are suggesting. If you have been inoculated, you MAY still
distance and wear a mask, etc. for the sake of your neighbor, but you wouldn’t have to.
Of course, we are still in flu season, so you’ll still want to continue to practice good hand
hygiene. Let’s continue to run the race to the finish.

MEMORY VERSE CHALLENGE How did you do on last week’s challenge verse?
At Christmas, we ponder how God became flesh and dwelt among us. In Epiphany, we
ponder how this man, Jesus of Nazareth, shows Himself as true God. This week’s verse
continues on the heels of last week’s verse; it also affirms Jesus’ divinity by describing
Him as God the Father’s agent for our salvation — Colossians 2:13-14 “And you, who
were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”
Last week’s verse was Colossians 2:8-9.

LSUS SEEKS SECRETARY Lutheran South Unity School, 5401 South Calhoun
Street; Fort Wayne is looking for a part time and/or full-time secretary for the front
office. Interested candidates should apply by going to our website LSUSFW.org and
filling out the application under “employment opportunities” on the bottom of the page.
LISTEN TO LUTHERAN PROGRAMMING You can listen to Issues, Etc. live or on-
demand at www.issuesetc.org or on the LPR mobile app or to KFUO at KFUO.org.




For the family of God’s Priestly People at Zion

God calls His own people a “Royal Priesthood.” God makes us kings and queens,
princes and princesses who are bound together by the Holy Spirit in Baptism for the
Christian benefit of each other. Priests PRAY -- They talk to God about their neighbor!
Priests TEACH -- They talk to their neighbor about God! Priests OFFER
SACRIFICES -- They offer to God the sacrifice of broken and contrite hearts; they
offer their bodies and work as holy services to God for their neighbors. Join in this
priestly work of prayer with your fellow members.

Morning Prayer DAILY LECTIONARY Evening Prayer
Mark 1:21-28 The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany Deut. 18:15-20
2 Timothy 4:1-18 Monday Zechariah 11:4-17
Titus 1:1-2:6 Tuesday Zechariah 12:1-13:9
Titus 2:7-3:15 Wednesday Zechariah 14:1-21
John 1:1-18 Thursday Job 1:1-22
John 1:19-34 Friday Job 2:1-3:10
John 1:35-51 Saturday Job 3:11-26

THE DAILY PETITIONS OF THE CHURCH
[Daily] O Lord, have mercy upon us. O Christ, have mercy upon us. O Lord,

have mercy upon us. Let us pray:

[S] For the joy of the Resurrection among us; for true and godly worship throughout the
world; for diligent preaching and hearing of God’s Word of Law and Gospel; for our pastors;
for the teachers and students of our Sunday School; for our Bible Class leaders and their
students; for our catechumens; Lord, in Thy mercy, ................. hear our prayer. Amen!

[M] For workers; for the unemployed; for farmers; for seasonable weather; for businesses
small and large; for our leaders, federal, state and local; for the economic welfare of the nations

on earth; for peace in our world; Lord, in Thy mercy, ................ hear our prayer. Amen!
[T] For the tempted; for the addicted and despairing; for the tortured and oppressed; for the lonely;
for the sick, the hospitalized, and the needy; Lord, in Thy mercy, ......... hear our prayer. Amen!

[W] For fathers, mothers, and families; for those adults who must rear their children
alone; the teachers and students of Lutheran South Unity School and Concordia Lutheran
High School; Lord, in Thy mercy,.........ccoevevvereeveereeniennnnns hear our prayer. Amen!

[T] For the Church and her pastors; for the training of ministers of the Word;
for missionaries of the Church; for the leaders of the Church, including Matthew,
our synod president, and Daniel, our district president; for those who have not
heard the Gospel; for the fruitful use of the blessed Sacrament of the Lord’s Body
and Blood; Lord, in Thy mercy, ......ccocceeveeeinieeinueenne hear our prayer. Amen!

[F] For the preaching of the Cross; for those persecuted for the sake of Gospel;
the confession of the orthodox Lutheran faith in our community; Lord, in Thy mercy,
........................................................................................ hear our prayer. Amen!

[Sat] For faithfulness unto life’s earthly end; for the revival of those who have
withered in the faith or fallen away; for the dying; Lord, in Thy mercy,
............................................................................................. hear our prayer. Amen!

[Daily] The Our Father

TO PREPARE FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31 1 Corinthians 9:16-27 Mark 1:29-39




What
Doctor
Lutbev

SAY)S:

About the Church Begotten of Go0’s Wor0

Now, wherever you hear or see this word preached, believed, professed,
and lived, do not doubt that the true ecclesia sancta catholica, “a Christian

holy people” must be there, even though their number is very small. For
God’s word “shall not return empty,” Isaiah 55 [:11], but must have at least
a fourth or a fraction of the field. And even if there were no other sign than
this alone, it would still suffice to prove that a Christian, holy people must
exist there, for God’s word cannot be without God’s people, and conversely,
God’s people cannot be without God’s word. Otherwise, who would preach
or hear it preached, if there were no people of God? And what could or
would God’s people believe, if there were no word of God?

This is the thing that performs all miracles, effects, sustains, carries out,
and does everything, exorcises all devils, like pilgrimage-devils, indul-
gence-devils, bull-devils, brotherhood-devils, saint-devils, mass-devils, pur-
gatory-devils, monastery-devils, priest-devils, mob-devils, insurrection-dev-
ils, heresy-devils, all pope-devils, also Antinomian-devils, but not without
raving and rampaging, as is seen in the poor men mentioned in Mark 1 [:
23-26] and 9 [:17-29]. ... He must take his leave; he is unable to endure the
power of the word. They themselves confess that it is God’s word and Holy
Scripture, claiming, however, that one fares better with the fathers and the
councils. Let them go their way. It is enough for us to know how this chief
holy possession purges, sustains, nourishes, strengthens, and protects the
church, as St. Augustine also says, “The church is begotten, cared for, nour-
ished, and strengthened by the word of God.” But those who persecute and
condemn it identify themselves by their own fruits.

Luther’s Works, 41:150-1.



ZION’S ENDOWMENT FUND TO DISTRIBUTE OVER $36,000 IN 2021
January 2021

The Endowment Fund Committee is pleased to report that the annual distribution from
- Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will total $36,335.57. With this announced
distribution, the total disbursed by the Fimd as it completes its 33" year is now over §790,000,

Following is a summary of the history of the Endowment Fund.

It was formed in late 1987 with gifts of $80,000. The first annual distribution was $9,215.
As of December 31, 2020, the Fund had a value of $1,036,729.84 before deducting the 2021
distribution payment of $36,335.57.
Two “Special Purpose Funds” exist within the Endowment Fund:

1. $146,158.14 for future brick sealing and repair on the historic

structure of the church building .

2. $96,660.78 to support the Zion music program
The growth of the funds are due in part to additional gifts given to the Fund
Growth has also come from invested returns that have averaged 7.3% annually for the life of the
Fund,
The Fund has a policy of distributing 5% of the general fund’s average balance as of the end of
the past three calendar years.

The Endowment Fund is a permanent gift from friends and members of Zion, many of them now
deceased. Their intention was to leave a legacy gift that would provide perpetual annual support for
their beloved Zion for as long as God grants her existence.

Due to requests by members who want to endow a special program benefiting Zion, the committee
established the “Special Purpose Funds” identified above.

We encourage you to consider a gift either to be made now or as part of your estate plan. The gift
may be made to the Endowment Fund or one of the Special Purpose Funds.

Those currently serving on the Endowment Fund Committee are Carl Albersmeyer, Don Bieberich;
Secretary, Karl Kostoff, Laikyn Muehl; Board Chairman, and Jim Voelz.




LSUS NOTES
Praying for You!

Please pray for these students:

Melody Briones Hailey Horn
Isabella Kingsley Aveyah Coker
John Benson Ahrius Alexander
Ja’Mear Cryer-Morgan Marcos Herrera
Promise Ackles Miss Mittelstaedt
~$\\\\\ I///y/’ &l 5th Grade
Dream Mrs.

\
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Ramsey’s fifth
grade class made
a collaborative
poster for their
~ classroom! They
all colored two
- tiles and then on
~ Wednesday they
put it together to
see what they
created together
and it is a
beautiful
masterpiece!
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Lutheran Schools
Week provides
the network of over
1,900 LCMS preschools, elementary schools and high schools
with the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work
in Lutheran schools.

In this, Lutheran schools thank God for the opportunity to
provide excellent academic preparation for the children they serve
and for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with

students and their families.
continued on back



LSUS NOTES continued

National Lutheran School. Week Continued

National Lutheran Schools Week gives schools the ability to
proclaim these great blessings within the communities they serve.
Lutheran schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness of
God’s love through Christ by teachers and students alike.

“Sent to Serve” is the theme for the 2021 National Lutheran
Schools Week celebration. The associated scripture verse is
Matthew 20:28 which says:

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many”

| AN . - - K b

Kindergarten had an indoor snowball fight.

Scriptural Encouragement

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak
peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back
to folly. Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and
faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness
looks down from the sky. Yes, the LORD will give what is
good, and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness will
go before him and make his footsteps a way.

~ Psalm 85:8-13



Zion Stay-Safe Protocols

Indiana metrics are getting better. Vaccines will soon be
available for us all. Don’t let your guard down!

It's a county by county response to the virus. Allen
County is back in the orange!

If you are sick, GO/STAY HOME; go to the doctor.
Those over 65 or immunocompromised are most vulnerable.

Wear masks if you can, especially in the pews, because of
» prolonged exposure there;
» respiratory droplets expelled while singing and speaking.

Be aware; spread out in church; do the recommended
distancing (six feet); use the transepts; go to the balcony as
necessary. Of course, families who reside together may sit
together.

Continue to wash your hands often and use hand sanitizer.

Cough or sneeze into a tissue (then throw it away) or into
your elbow.

No handshaking. Fist bumps or forearm bumps, please.
Limit your socializing after the service.

Take your service bulletin and texts home after service or
deposit them in the blue recycling bins. Hymns are in the
hymnals.

No offering plates are being passed. Place your offerings
and communion registrations in the baskets in the
narthex. Don’t forget your bank’s automatic bill pay as a
method of tithing.

Holy Communion will continue with stations until the virus
is contained. Individual cups are offered for the blood of

Christ.



COMING IN FALL OF 2020 | NEW BOOK FROM CONCORDIA PUBLISHING

A PANDEMIC

JOHN T. PLESS | JACOB CORZINE

As Christians, we know how to address the tension
between fear and hope. In the midst of our fears,
Jesus Christ enters with hope and peace. Fear alone
is paralyzing, but fear among the faithful may drive
us to Christ. We are no longer paralyzed but rather
freed and enabled to show love to our neighbors.




